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INTRODUCTION

1. History is defined as the study of past events.

2. Historians divide history into three periods - Ancient, medieval and modern periods

3.Modern Period : The transition from the medieval period to the modern period in

india is marked by decline of the great Mughal Empire and the advent of the British .

4. The modern period in the world marked by RENAISSANCE , INDUSTRIAL

REVOLUTIONAND NATIONALISM.

5. Renaissance refers to rebirth or revival.

6.Industrial Revolution refers to the rapid development of industries in Britain.

7.Nationalism is identification with one's own nation and support its interests.

8.Sources of the Modern Period are government records , architecture, accounts of

travellers, books , newspapers, and magazines.

9. Official Records of the British Administration are official data and documents.

10. Books, newspapers, and Magazines provide information regarding daily life and

issues of the people at that time.

11. Architectural structures like official buildings such as the Rashtrapati Bhavan and

Parliament House hold testimony of the British rule in India.

12. Accounts of Travellers describing the experience in the country serve as one of the

major source to reconstruct the modern history.
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Questions and Answers

D.Answer the questions in brief.

Q1. What is history?

Ans : The study of past events is known as history.

Q2. How do historians classify Indian history?

Ans:i)Historians divide history into three periods- ancient, medieval and modern
periods.
ii) This division of history simplifies the analysis of events as such period will be
recognized through the common characteristics that may exist in that period.

Q3. What do you understand by the term renaissance ?

Ans : i) The term renaissance refers to rebirth or revival.
ii) Renaissance marks the period of revival of European art and literature between the
fourteenth and seventeenth centuries.

Q4. What was the Industrial Revolution?

Ans : The Industrial Revolution refers to the rapid development of industries in Britain,
brought about by the introduction of machinery during the eighteenth century.

Q5. How does the study of architecture helps us in reconstructing the history of
the modern period in India?

Ans : i) The architectural structures of the modern period of India are reflective of
British influence.
ii) Official buildings such as Rashtrapati Bhavan and Parliament House and huge
architectural structures like the India Gate hold testimony of the British rule in India.
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E. Answer the questions in detail.

Q1. Discuss the developments that marked the beginning of the modern period in
world history,

Ans : i) The developments that marked the beginning of the modern period In world
history and in india are the term renaissance refers to rebirth or revival. As the name
suggests , the Renaissance marks the period of revival of European art and literature
between the fourteenth and seventeenth centuries.
ii) The Industrial revolution refers to the rapid development of industries in Britain,
brought about by the introduction of machinery during the eighteenth century.
iii)Nationalism is identification with one's own nation and support its interests.
It emerged in the nineteenth century in Europe. In India, the spirit of nationalism was
strengthened when the people started challenging the generalization and misuse of
power by the British in the late nineteenth century.

Q2. Official documents of the British empire are valuable for reconstructing the
history of the modern period in India. Do you agree? Justify your Answer.

Ans : i) The British realised the importance of documentation and meticulously
maintained official records for every action taking place under their administration in
India.
ii) Therefore, there is a large amount of official data for the British period in India.
iii) The British ensured that all official paperwork was carefully documented and
preserved .
iv) A large volume of these official records of the British period can be found at the
National Archives of India based in New Delhi.
v) The Indian Office of Records in London has also maintained official records of
British India.

Q3. It is easy to reconstruct the history of the modern period in india .With
reference to the sources of the modern period and their limitations, discuss in
favour of or against the statement.

Ans : i) There are a vast fund of sources available to reconstruct the modern period of
the Indian history , such ad government records, architecture , accounts of travellers,
books, newspapers, and magazines.
ii) The British realised the importance of documentation and meticulously maintained
official records for every action taking place under their administration in India.
iii) In the modern period, printing facilities were easily accessible to the people. As a
result the period witnessed mass production of books, newspapers and magazines.
iv) Historians use these resources to study the prevalent ideas, thoughts , and events of
that period.



v) Besides written records the architectural structures of the modern period of India,
are reflective of British influence.
vi) Similar to the medieval period many people visited our country during the modern
period as well. These people included travellers, traders, missionaries and officials of
the British government.
vii) Their accounts describing the experiences in the country serve as one of the major
source to reconstruct the modern history.

Q4. How do books, newspapers, and magazines reconstruct the history of the
modern period in India?
Ans: i) In the modern period, printing facilities were easily accessible to the people.
As a result the period witnessed mass production of books, newspapers and
magazines.
ii) Historians use these resources to study the prevalent ideas, thoughts , and events of
that period.
iii)However, these sources provide information only of the rich educated class and the
British.
iv) Newspapers and magazines reflected what the British and the educated Indians
thought.
v) The uneducated had no use for the magazines and newspapers.
vi) Therefore, information about the educated class of society is non existent or
limited at best.

Q5. The developments in Europe influenced the modern period in India.
Comment.

Ans : The modern period witnessed many important development all over the world.
These had an affect on the ideals of people across the globes, including India,. These
new ideas provided and impetus to the Indian struggle for freedom from British rule.
i) Renaissance on the revival of European art and literature lead to the independent
thinking and reasoning amongst the people all over the world.
ii) These modern thinking greatly influenced the thinking of the educated Indians who
envisioned end of discriminations in the society.
iii) They advocated modern western ideals of liberty and equality which ultimately
leads to various social reforms movement.
iv) The spirit of nationalism that emerged in Europe also inspired the spirit of
nationalism in India. The Indian struggle for freedom emerged which saw the
participation of people from all classes of the society.
v) Modern western ideas thus influenced both the social reform movement and the
freedom struggle in India. In the 19th century and these two developments marked the
beginning of the modern periods in the Indian history.
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